






A NEW advanced courseS

Performance-oriented
composition course

The traditional training of composers, widespread in conservatories and academies, is devised
to create scores, i.e. written documents, subsequently entrusted to the interpreters for their
performance. According to such established practice, the composer’s work ends when the
score takes on its final draft, and from there on, the interpreter’s work begins. Such division of
roles reflects theoretical approaches that were in force in academic contexts in the past but
contradicts the historical practice of composition and its nature. Indeed, no composer was ever
alien to the performative process, and, recently, composers have become more often involved
in the performance of their music.

The Fondazione Accademia di Musica aims to fill this gap with an innovative and unique
proposal: a performance-oriented composition course devised by Francesco Antonioni. The
performance-oriented composition course addresses the creative skills of composers towards
the performance, through the direct and effective involvement of the composer in the
executive act, as conductor or composer-performer.

THE TRADITIONAL TRAINING OF COMPOSERS

A NEW PERFORMANCE-ORIENTED COMPOSITION CLASS

One-to-one tuition in Composition will be provided by Francesco Antonioni (IT),
coordinator of the project, with seminars and workshops given by guest
composers and composer-performers: Richard Baker (UK); Kate Soper (USA);
Francesca Verunelli (IT); Jörg Widmann (DE); Oscar Bianchi (IT). The students
will rehearse with the resident ensemble under the supervision of Alessandro
Cadario (IT). 

From January 2025 will be provided:
8 one-hour individual Composition lessons
5 two-hour seminars or workshops with guest composers or composer-
performers
5 five-hour individual Conducting lessons
3 days rehearsals with chamber ensemble
Final concert

Lessons will take place with monthly cadence, on Saturdays and Sundays. 
The languages of the course are Italian and English.

The Performance-Oriented Composition scheme is an innovative and
groundbreaking programme that integrates Composition and Conducting. It
aims to combine the expertise of composers with the sensitivity of performers
and addresses the Composition towards its practical fulfilment in performance.
Filling a gap in the current education pathways that bind the practice of
Composition within the completion of a score, the Performance-Oriented-
Composition scheme is a unique opportunity to develop compositional skills
along with conductor training. It encourages the blossoming of contemporary
practices that blend musical imagination with adventurous performances.
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